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SteamOS and Steam In-Home Streaming



SteamOS is a Debian based Linux distribution designed
to be the primary operating system for Steam Machine
game consoles.

SteamOS is mostly free but does include some non-free
software such as NVIDIA graphics drivers which helps simplify
the OS installation.

http://store.steampowered.com/steamos

What is SteamOS?

http://store.steampowered.com/steamos


Steam Machine (previously known as Steam Box)
is a pre-built gaming PC manufactured and distributed
by various hardware vendors (Alienware, Zotac, ASUS, etc)

http://store.steampowered.com/livingroom/SteamMachines/

What is a Steam Machine?

http://store.steampowered.com/livingroom/SteamMachines/


Steam In-Home Streaming is a feature of the Steam
Client that allows users to stream games installed on
one computer to another, regardless of platform.

http://store.steampowered.com/streaming/

What is Steam In-Home Streaming?

http://store.steampowered.com/streaming/


How to build a Steam Machine



Low end hardware used (Streaming Front-end)



High end hardware used (Streaming Back-end)



In comparison to modern gaming hardware:



SteamOS Installation



SteamOS Installation
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SteamOS Installation



SteamOS Installation



SteamOS Installation



Notes

Many games for Steam simply are not compatible with Linux
and must run from either a Windows PC or a Mac.

Steam In-Home streaming attempts to bridge this gap
by enabling users to run Windows games on their Steam
Machines.



Notes

Reminder: SteamOS is still in Beta!

Steam In-Home Streaming works best with a “wired”
Ethernet connection, preferably 1Gbps

The default interface for SteamOS is called Big Picture Mode
but it seems that Big Picture Mode causes performance
issues for certain games and may cause games to have
low frame rate...



Notes

To make audio default to HDMI interface on the Zotac
ZBOX I had to do the following:

Force HDMI output to default, 5.1:

echo "set-card-profile 0 output:hdmi-surround" >> /etc/pulse/system.pa

Force HDMI output to default, stereo:

echo "set-card-profile 0 output:hdmi-stereo" >> /etc/pulse/system.pa

To force the “steam” user to login to gnome by default
you can do this:

vi /var/lib/AccountsService/users/steam

Change the default session from “steamos” to “gnome”



Thanks.
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